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1301 August 9, 1912 

CHAMPERICO. 

This port is at the terminal of the Masaltenango branch of the 
International Railway and formerly was one of the important coffee- 
shipping ports. Loading ships at this port is done in open bay. 

ocos. 

This port is located at the extreme corner of Guatemala on the 
boundary line of Mexico at the termination of a short railway. Pre- 
vailing diseases: Nothing is known, except such information as is 
obtained by persons at Livingston who have relatives and friends 
residing at OcOs, who report that last season several cases and deaths 
from yellow fever occurred. Mention of this focus was reported by 
the writer to the bureau several months ago. Loading of ships: Ves- 
sels at Ocos are loaded in open bay with cargoes of coffee for foreign 
ports. 

HAWAII. 

Examination or Rodents lor Plague Inlectlon. 

During the week ended July 6, 1912, 543 rats and mongoose were 
examined at Hilo and 1,396 at Honokaa. No plague infection was 
found. The last case of human plague occurred at Honokaa March 
15, 1912. The last plague-infected rat was found between Honokaa 
and Kapulena April 24, 1912. 

HONDURAS. 
Sanitary Status ox Ports and Inland Towns. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Ames reported July 4 : 

VERA CKUZ. 

The town has a mixed population of about 100. Water supply, a 
few cisterns unscreened. However, no stegomyia were found in any 
of them. Prevailing disease: Malaria. 

CUYAMEL PLANTATION. 

Cuyamel plantation is 7 miles inland and is connected with Vera 
Cruz by a standard-gauge railroad. Population, 2,500. Prevail- 
ing diseases: Malaria, dysentery, measles, mumps, and whooping 
cough. Water supply, collected from Cuyamel River as required. 
The Cuyamel Co. has about erected an up-to-date water system with 
a 40,000-gallon steel tank on a 60-foot tower. The water is pumped 
from the river by a hydraulic ram. Numerous water mains are dis- 
tributed over the plantation village. This is the only place I have 
found wherein stegomyia and rats do not exist. 

OMOA. 

Omoa is situated on the coast 12 miles from Puerto Cortes at quite 
an elevation in the foothills of the Omoa Mountains. It was founded 
by the Spaniards in 1515. Population: 500. Water supply: Rain 
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water stored in unscreened tanks, all filled with stegomyia larvae. 
Prevailing diseases: Malaria, whooping cough. The E. P. Morse 
Timber Co. have a concession from the Honduras Government for 
the construction of a dock at Omoa and the building of a standard- 
gauge railroad along the coast in the direction of the Motagua Kiver 
and up the valley inland to the extensive pine forest and probably 
later over on the border joining the Guatemala Railway. Work on 
this new project is being pushed very rapidly, a large force of laborers 
being employed on the grading. The engineer in charge reports 
little sickness among the men except a few cases of malarial fever. 

Loading of ships: Vessels are loaded in open bay about 800 feet 
from shore. Exports: Bananas to Mobile and New Orleans. 

The above-named places are in the district of Puerto Cortes. 

PUERTO CORTES. 

Puerto Cortes was founded by the Spaniards in the sixteenth cen- 
tury. Population is 2,400, composed of natives, Jamaica negroes, and 
all nationalities. Water supply: One hundred and thirty-three cis- 
terns, many of them as yet not screened. However, the commandant 
has the matter in hand and has served notice on the propertv holders 
that the law governing the screening of water containers will be en- 
forced. Prevailing diseases: Malaria, dysentery, measles, mumps, 
and blackwater fever. After looking over the record in the black- 
water case and hearing the opinion of the attending physician I fully 
concurred in the diagnosis. 

Poliomyelitis: Dr. J. Edward Austin, the American physician who 
has resided at Cortes for the past 18 years, states that during that 
time he has had three cases of poliomyelitis in his practice at Puerto 
Cortes. The three cases lived some distance apart and in no way 
visited or associated. 

Loading of ships: Vessels load at the dock, which is about 60 feet 
wide, and owing to the extreme deep water along the shore the 
dock extends parallel with the beach. In the vicinity of the dock 
are many houses, unscreened cisterns, and an abundance of rats and 
stegomyia calopus. Exports: Bananas, hides, deerskins, coffee to 
the United States, and sarsaparilla in bales to London, England, via 
New York and New Orleans. 

ULUA RIVER BAR. 

Ulua River Bar is situated 16 miles from Puerto Cortes, and is now 
one of the regular banana-shipping points. Vessels load in open 
sea one-fourth of a mile from shore.- Banana plantations line the 
Ulua River for 115 miles. A steamboat makes weekly trips, touching 
at all farms and receiving fruit. The health of that section is excel- 
lent, there being only occasionally a few cases of malaria. 

TELA. 

Tela is situated on a sandy elevation facing the sea some 30 miles 
from Puerto Cortes; the population is about 400, mostly natives. 
Prevailing disease: Malaria. Loading of ships: In open sea about 
half mile from shore. Exports: Bananas to Mobile and New Orleans. 
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Imports: General merchandise from the United States. Water sup- 
ply: Rain water stored in cisterns some of them screened. A con- 
cession has been granted to an American for the construction of a 
railroad from Tela inland to Progresso, a distance of 75 miles. The 
work will commence at an early date. 

CEIBA. 

This town, 30 miles from Tela, on the coast, is located on a broad, 
sandy plain in the foothills of the coast mountains, and can well be 
called the Paris of the Central American coast, for it is a beautiful place, 
with fine houses, wide, splendidly kept streets, and paved sidewalks. 
It has all the appearances of a progressive, thriving city. Population, 
5,000. Water supply: Screened cisterns and numerous artesian 
wells. A project is under way for piping water from the Congohoy 
River into town for drinking and fire purposes. Prevailing diseases : 
Malaria and whooping cough. Two cases of blackwater fever 
occurred during the past month, one of them fatal. 

Loading of ships: All ships load in open sea, except the Vacarro 
Line, which has its own private dock. This dock projects out in the 
sea about 2,200 feet, is electric lighted, and, owing to winds and spray 
from the sea, it is fair to presume that the wharf is free from rats. 
Imports: General merchandise and construction material from the 
United States and Europe via New York and New Orleans. Exports : 
Bananas and hides to Mobile and New Orleans. 

TRUXILLO. 

Truxillo is situated on a very high bluff facing the sea. Population 
is about 2,500, mostly natives. Water supply: Cistern and piped 
water from mountain stream. Mosquitoes: Stegomyia numerous. 
Imports: General merchandise, construction material from United 
States and Europe via New York and New Orleans. Exports: 
Bananas, rubber, hides, and deer skins to Mobile and New Orleans. 
Loading of ships: In open bay, half mile from shore. A concession 
has been granted to an American for the construction of a railroad 
some 100 miles inland to Olancho, the gold-mining district of Hon- 
duras. The preliminary survey of this road is now being made. 

EUATAN. 

Ruatan is an island, 40 miles from the mainland off Truxillo, and 
inhabited mostly by negroes. Population of Coxenhole, the main 
town and harbor, about 400. Water supply: Rain water stored in 
cisterns all containing stegomyia larvae. Loading of ships : In narrow 
bay, 300 feet from shore. Imports : General merchandise. Exports : 
Coconuts to Mobile and New Orleans. 

UTILLA. 

Utilla is an island, 25 miles off the mainland, in the vicinity of Ceiba. 
It has one town and a small half land-locked harbor. Population, 
about 600. Water supply: Rain water stored in cisterns; stegomyia, 
present. 
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INLAND TOWNS. 



Inland towns on the line of the Honduras National Railway hav- 
ing direct communication daily with Puerto Cortes are Baracoa, Rio 
Blanquito, Choloma, Rio Blanco, San Pedro, Chamelecon, and Pimi- 
enta, the end of the line. 



SAN PEDRO. 

San Pedro is 30 miles from Puerto Cortes. Elevation above sea 
level, 215 feet. Water supply: Piped from mountain stream, quality 
excellent, quantity abundant. Mosquitoes: In some sections of town 
stegomyia very numerous, especially in and about the International 
Hotel. Prevailing diseases: Malaria, mild type. San Pedro is the 
distributing point for all produce and general merchandise for the 
Departments of Cortes, Santa Barbara, Santa Rosa, and Yojoa. A 
well-used trail connects San Pedro with Santa Rosa, and from there 
branches off to Salvador and Guatemala. From Pimienta the mails 
are forwarded weekly by pack mule to all interior points, including 
Tegucigalpa, the capital. Health and sanitary conditions are good. 

Smallpox In the Interior. 

The American consul at Puerto Cortes reports, July 29 : The report 
of smallpox in the interior has been officially confirmed. The dis- 
ease has not as yet appeared in Puerto Cortes. 

ITALY. 
Examination of Emigrants. 

Surg. Geddings, at Naples, reports : 

Vessels inspected at Naples, Messina, and Palermo, week ended July 15, 191t. 

NAPLES. 
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July 9 












... .do 


i 




10 




do 


438 
266 
320 


500 
250 
260 


300 


10 




do 


160 


13 




do 


150 




Total. 








1,024 


1,010 


610 











